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Property
➔ It is a social relation—the right to exclude

◆ Private property is therefore always based on force, which is to 
say that there is no private property without violence.

◆ The state’s use of violence to enforce property relations is 
how capitalism defends what it considers just. To speak of 
enforcement is to speak of police. Property is thus a form of 
police violence. 

◆ The “invisible hand of the market” is attached to the strong 
arm of the law.





Private property requires violence. Consider the law 
of adverse possession, for example. The owner of real 
property—a suburban house or a city lot or a rural 
pasture—is required to announce and sustain an 
exclusive claim to property through a variety of 
acts—paying taxes, erecting fences and “no 
trespassing” signs, mailing eviction notices to renters 
who are in arrears, making improvements, and more. 
These are all performances of an ongoing, exclusive 
claim. If an owner does not perform these acts, 
another may do so and claim ownership.



Gentrification
Police manage the organized displacement of 
poor people in order to make way for 
low-income artists, students and hipsters, 
followed by more affluent white renters, 
homeowners, and commercial investors. For 
commercial developers, city planners and 
politicians, gentrification is the transformation of 
“blighted” urban space. It is progress because 
what was once “abandoned” to the poor is now 
reserved for the affluent. Gentrification 
increases property values and profits for 
landlords and local elites.







Gentrification becomes a project of civilization, with police often leading the charge by 
“cleaning up” public space to secure capital investments and private property by the 
forced removal of poor people and activists. 

Gentrification is always propped up with racialized violence. Police are the armed agents 
that make so-called revitalization possible in the first place. You can’t have gentrification 
without police, and zero tolerance and broken windows policing have been at the 
forefront. Gentrification needs cops because capitalism needs cops. There is perhaps no 
better example than gentrification to highlight the productive nature of police power. That 
is, if police power is fundamentally about the fabrication of capitalist order, gentrification 
provides the grounded site where this is most visible and obvious. The raid, sweep, arrest, 
eviction, patrol, and police beatings and killings are key weapons of gentrification that 
make possible the art galleries, yoga studios, gastropubs, and posh bars and 
restaurants frequented by affluent customers. When rent and property taxes rise, who is 
called to evict the poor family? Cops. “When rent and property taxes rise, who is called to 
evict the poor family? Cops. When affluent consumers complain about panhandlers, who 
is called to evict the disorderly person from the sidewalk? Cops. Who patrols the 
revitalized area, keeping a close eye on the burgeoning business fronts? Cops. The policing 
of gentrification is at once repressive and productive—the violence of police is the violence 
of building order.



https://www.dailyfreeman.com/news/police-chief-to-mayor-overhaul-midtown-kingston/article_3c7aa64c-283b-5132-ab0e-c4765059940b.html

https://www.dailyfreeman.com/news/police-chief-to-mayor-overhaul-midtown-kingston/article_3c7aa64c-283b-5132-ab0e-c4765059940b.html


Broken 
Windows

“The phrase “broken windows” in the context of policing refers to a theory of social order first 
developed by James Q. Wilson and George L. Kelling in a 1982 Atlantic Monthly article in which they 
depicted “improperly maintained buildings, and broken windows on buildings and cars” as signs of 
social disruption that, unless addressed, gave implicit license to criminal activity. “Social 
psychologists and police officers tend to agree that if a window in a building is broken and is left 
unrepaired, all the rest of the windows will soon be broken.” For Wilson and Kelling, one broken 
window in one building on one street threatens the very fabric of social order and civility.





Broken windows policing reveals the police as not merely coercive and 
repressive, but productive in that police seek to manufacture a very 
specific kind of order—one where cities are populated by families and 
married couples who maintain property, hold down jobs, own homes and 
raise polite children. It is an order that demands how a place should look, 
describes what kind of people belong, and targets those who must be 
excluded. The behaviors that wage labor permits—shopping for groceries, 
paying your mortgage, buying a ticket to the zoo—are admired. The 
behaviors that poverty imposes—sex work, panhandling, street 
vending—are pathologized and policed. The protagonists of broken 
windows policing are the shopkeepers and taxpayers and property 
owners whose labor and consumption is productive. They are depicted as 
cowering in fear from the antagonists of broken windows policing: the 
woman walking the street, the man selling single cigarettes, and the 
homeless vet asking for a dollar. Broken windows theory asks us to fear 
them, teaches us to loathe them.





Security
Security always trumps liberty. This is not an accident or a 
distortion of liberal principles, but a principle built into the very 
architecture of liberal thought. The key here lies in the prerogative 
power that John Locke described as internal to liberal doctrine. The 
prerogative, according to Locke, refers to those times when even in 
a society constituted “of the people, by the people, and for the 
people” (that is, law), the branch of the executive must retain the 
prerogative for wide discretionary power. That is, even in a 
democratic society ruled by the laws of the people, the state must 
retain for itself an emergency power to decide when, how, and to 
what extent to protect life, liberty, and private property.

Police is security; police is the normalization of emergency power 
throughout the entirety of political territory

Justification 
Security is the essential police concept. All that police do is justified in 
the name of security. Police patrol the ghetto in the name of security.



Pacification
Officer Friendly is an agent of pacification. 
His “friendship” comes at a price: accept the 
police definition of reality and mold 
yourself and your family into ideal police 
subjects—polite, polished, obedient workers 
and snitches who never question the racial 
order of capitalist property relations.

Officer Friendly is not merely about 
rendering the cop a friend, but about 
rendering the cop a parent. This police logic 
of parental authority can be expressed like 
this: “We need to discipline you, and you 
need to respect our discipline, since we 
keep your best interests at heart.
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